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NOTES AND NEWS 

Mach's famous book on mechanics has reached its fifth edition. Espe- 
cial attention is paid to recent statements of the law of inertia, and, in 
view of the French translation of his book, the author has taken account 
of modern tendencies in Prance. It is of interest that many French 
writers, independently, or influenced by Mach only indirectly, have come 
to occupy very similar positions, as for example Poincarg and Duhem. 

There has appeared a third edition of Dr. Richard Dedekind's pamph- 
let on ' Stetigkeit und irrationale Zahlen.' The essay had its origin about 
1858, when the author undertook to lecture on the calculus. Finding no 
satisfactory treatment of the concept of continuity in existence, he was 
forced to produce one of his own. Dedekind discovered his own definition 
on November 24, 1858, and the present pamphlet was written in 1872 in 
commemoration of his father's jubilee. 

F. H. Thiele (Journal of Physiology, July 13, 1905) has discovered in 
the posterior region of the optic thalmus centers which he believes control 
the coordinated movements of walking. G. Pagano (Arch. Hal. de Biol., 
May 10, 1905), experimenting on dogs, has been able to map out distinct 
areas in the cerebellum and show their relation to movements of definite 
parts of the body. The motor centers of the cerebellum are more deeply 
situated than those of the cerebrum. 

The present interest in the empirical standpoint appears in the title, 
' Bibliotheque de Philosophic Experimentale,' a series of volumes promised 
by the Revue de Philosophic Among the titles announced may be men- 
tioned : ' Les f ondements metaphysiques des sciences,' by J. Bulliot, ' Les 
geometries non euclidiennes ' by L. Delaporte, and ' La theorie physique, 
son objet et sa structure ' by P. Duhem. 

Professor Eugene W. Lyman, of the Congregational College of Can- 
ada, Montreal, has been appointed professor of philosophy and theology in 
the Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Maine. 

Professor E. Bay Lankester, director of the British Museum of 
Natural History, was elected president of the British Association for 
1906, at the final meeting of the association held at Johannesburg, on 
September 1. 

Professor Alex B. Coffey, of the University of Wisconsin, has been 
chosen to succeed Dr. Payne in the department of philosophy and educa- 
tion at the College of William and Mary. 

Dr. J. W. Hiokson has been appointed assistant professor of psychol- 
ogy and lecturer in philosophy at McGill University. 



